As we begin a new year | want to first take a moment to
look back at 2011 and thank everyone who participated
in the Christmas season worship services. The choirs
were inspiring every week. The special music was
delightful and added to the Advent season.

| also want to thank the folks who prepared and served
communion. Thank you!

Looking ahead into the New Year | want to highlight some events. On
January 8" | have canceled adult Sunday school. In its place | am inviting
everyone to an informal meeting that | am hosting in the Sanctuary at 9:15
a.m. | want to discuss church finances, programming, and staffing
vacancies. This will not be an official church meeting. There will be an
official congregational meeting later this month.

| am excited about the topics | will be preaching and teaching on this year.

| will be preaching through the gospel of John from January through Easter.
| have never taken the time to preach through a gospel but | am growing in
my conviction that expository preaching is the most profitable to Christian
discipleship. It requires more discipline, but it most honors God’s word.

One of my great joys of 2011 was the Wednesday morning Bible study.
Every week 30-40 folks come for 90 minutes to hear a lecture and share
their own thoughts and convictions regarding God’s word. In addition to the
study, the fellowship has also been enriching. We are almost through the
Book of Revelation and the plan is to spend a couple months on the
doctrine of predestination.

| am grateful that God has called me to serve at St. John’s Reformed
Church. | am proud to say | serve the Lord alongside you all.

Blessings,
Rev. Ziehmer
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What a joy it's been for me, getting to know all of you this year! It's been wonderful to
have various folks volunteer to help with our children in so many ways! The Lord tells us
in 3 John 1:4, “| have no greater joy than to hear that my children walk in truth.” What a
priceless gift God has entrusted to us of teaching our children the way of Salvation and
the joy of seeing them walk with the Lord.

This year | want to encourage all of you to bring your children to Sunday School and to
attend yourself. It is a solemn task we’ve been given to bring our children up in the
nurture and admonition of the Lord. Our teachers are here to help you in that regard. It
is difficult today with all of the outside pressures that the world put on our children. We need to support one
another in the task of outfitting each child to withstand bullying, drugs, sex, the lies of the world, etc. Only by
keeping the Word of God in their hearts can they stand firm against all that Satan hurls at them (and us). We
need our church to be a safety zone, a learning place where the Love of God flourishes. You will be happy you
hadn’t deprived your children of the love of the body of Christ. As adults, we too have promised to aid our young
families. Be an encourager to those children you see in the halls of our church. We need each other!

.5 L] January 8th, after the 10:30 a.m. Worship Service, we’ll have a meeting in the
Coffee House for all. Come with your ideas for socials that you would like to see for our church family. Allison
Koch and | have some ideas, but we’d really like your input and your help. See you there!

T 5 There is a Movie Night for ALL planned on Friday, January 27th at 7:00 p.m. We may have a
special device making it's premier performance then and some special Phila-type snacks. Join us in Fellowship
Hall for a great movie.......... and, of course, great fellowship! More details to follow.
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It's hard to believe that 2011 is almost complete and 2012 is just around the corner. As you may
or may not know, | have accepted the position of Consistory President for one more year. There
are many new, and in some cases interesting changes that will occur in 2012. To list just a few
we will be adding a part time Youth Minister, part time Janitor, and a part time Pastor’s Assistant.
N We will also be tearing up the flooring in the lower level Sunday school rooms and choir rooms to
get rid of some pesky beetles. And as | sit here typing this letter, | am sure there will be other surprises for us to
address as well.

One thing you need to be aware of before the year starts is the efforts put forth to provide the Congregation a
balanced budget, something that we haven’t seen for years. We have eliminated the Oasis and will be filling
Will’'s position with part time employees. This will save the church thousands of dollars throughout the year while
increasing the services that we provide. We have also evaluated every line item and tightened our projected
spending, but still we had to increase our white envelop giving by approximately $15,000. Last year | asked if
every giving unit could afford to give a little extra each week and you responded. This year we must do the same.
If we have 200 giving units participate, you would need to increase your giving by $1.44/week. If we had 150
giving units participate, the weekly increase would be $1.93/week. As with last year, | believe this is very
attainable.

In addition, we will be having a campaign to raise funds to repair the flooring and possibly other improvements as
well. | know this is news that nobody wants to hear but our church is old and these types of repairs are expected.
| am sure, once again, we will come together to meet these hurdles head on and I'd like to thank you now for the
help that you will provide.

May God be with you throughout the holiday season and the new year.
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$ % Send your birthday greets to the following for January:

January 13 Richard Ott

January 18 Arlene Kocher

January 24 Mary Hill

January 30 Rachel Hohl

Addresses can be obtained by picking up a Greeting Card List sheet from the bulletin board next to the Informatio

Welcome Center or calling the church office.
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Shawl Ministry will resume Tuesday, February 7th, 6:30 p.m. at the home of Joan Ann Hackman.

Rev. Ziehmer will meet with the Confirmation Class in the Coffee House on Sunday,
January 8th and 22nd at 6:00 p.m. Topics are: January 8th, Brokenness “The human tragedy” and January
22nd, Promise “The First Move.”

C %) After a brief break over the holidays, the Wednesday Bible Study will resume
January 4th at 10:30 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall. We are wrapping up the study of Revelation and will begin with
Predestination. There is always plenty of coffee (decaf & regular) and tea provided.

# Rev. Ziehmer will give a presentation of the financial picture of the church for this year
and a look into St. John’s future. The presentation will be held in the Sanctuary on Sunday, January 8th, 9:15
a.m. Everyone is encouraged to attend.

1 ) / 5 Stephanie Troutman, Dave Parmer, and Lee Mays were approved as
new members of the 2012 Consistory by vote during a Congregational Meeting held after the December 11th
10:30 worship service.




-./ 0O

[ TEEN CHALLENGE | ! Our January Monthly Moment for
INTERNATIONAL Mission is Teen Challenge in Rehrersburg, PA. Teen Challenge
e Training Center, Inc. has faith-based recovery centers located in

Pennsylvania, New York State and North Carolina. All of the

centers within Teen Challenge Training Center operate as one

ministry team. Teen Challenge has been offering Faith-Based,
residential recovery services since 1958, starting with David Wilkerson's ministry to gang members on the
streets of New York City. Today they have 9 ministry centers offering services to men, women and adolescents
with openings available in all residential programs. Teen Challenge believes that there is hope for recovery for
every individual who is bound with life controlling problems such as an addiction to illegal drugs or alcohol by
establishing a relationship with Jesus Christ. They believe there is hope even when all other methods have not
worked. Teen Challenge offers a safe place for recovery for eligible individuals based on Biblical principles.
Your donations are greatly appreciated.

C / < # We have now 84 families with total of 318 people served. The volunteers
have been faithful to serve others and make this food pantry one of the best in service to this area. We have
gone overtime with keeping the pantry opened on Friday to get everyone in and gratefully give thanks to
those sticking with us.

Our needs for this next month are:

1.Great need for juices and drinks none on reserve

2.Peanut butter has gone up in price and the Greater Food Bank is having problems supply us

3.Canned meats like chicken, Spam, turkey are things we really are low on or have none.

Thank you for all the donations of food items. The need grows during the colder months. We will again be
collecting food items the first two Sundays of the month. Place your donated food items in the boxes labeled
FOOD BANK located near the coat area under the balcony. Keep up the good work!

5 ) St. John's delivered a total of 25 food boxes to local needy families
for the Thanksgiving and Christmas holiday. Thanks to Necia Berkenstock for decorating all of the boxes.
Delivering these food boxes has again blessed several of our members as is usually the case. One member
just decided on the spur of the moment to buy a meal for a needy family while another family has decided to
continue buying Christmas gifts for the family to whom they delivered a Thanksgiving meal. Now that’s the
“Spirit”!

9 ) Kudos again to St. John’s for your generosity in supporting Lifeline of Berks County. We
delivered three huge loads of items for moms and babies to use throughout the year. Thanks for staying
committed to the Great Commission.

Family Promise
//\( ‘ THANK YOU to everyone who contributed needed supplies, donated
_ meals, spent time with the families, stayed overnight, helped set up, take
down, haul the trailer, change the thermostat, move the walls, made phone
calls, etc. We hosted 2 families totaling eight people the last week of  November into the first week of De-
cember. Thanks to the new volunteers who joined the crew! Forty volunteers put in 179 hours. Our next host-
ing week will be in March. Family Promise receives about 70 applications a day as homelessness is a growing
concern in our area. Spending time with some of these people makes us appreciate more what we take for
granted!
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What you need: In Acts 9, Perer tells of a woman who lived in Joppa.
) Z"'T{'d””’""'.""“'E]"T polar She performed good works and helped the poor. Solve the
fleece, 60" standard width puzzle below to reveal chis disciple's two names.
(a9" portion will make . .
mwﬁmﬂ lmﬂm%ﬂhmmmmmmmhmm
» Scissors on the blank.

« An adule to help f
__adcltne ﬁﬂ -
What you do:
I. Cut a piece of medium- —rohmtag— =2
weight polar fleece ro the srghape-———""""" ;

size of 60" x 9°, Cut the ]
fabric across its width so —fhieda-—--
the material is stretchy. pehtshred---
2. Trim off the edge binding,
To add “fringe” along each . rdhaenica-—----

end, make a 6" -long cut fadoo
every half inch.

3. For curly fringe, pull cach _
strand and then let go Her name in Greek
5]1EFF||.:r': r"mul.‘.hl:r attractive pdeesh-----------
OPEOT 18 Lo fe an over- .
hand knot at the top of __dehilnero-—-—omrmmmmmmeeees
each strip. L T e
4. Donate your scarf o a
local group that helps ACERtr--e .

people in need. For greater
Impact, encourage your
Sunday school classmates nusoatinm
or other friends to make
SCArVEs, LOD.
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“ I // my salvation,
gl whom shall I fear?”
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